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Flight mto the Past: Falconry with Historical Greats
im Myths and Legends of Northwestern Croatia

,And some things that should not have been forgotten were lost. History became legend.
Legend became myth.” (Galadriel)

TEAMBUILDING PROGRAM
AVAILABILITY: year-round program for promoting tourism in continental Croatia

Falconry is a thousand-year-old Croatian tradition and intangible cultural heritage recognized by the Ministry of
Culture and Media of the Republic of Croatia. It was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2021. The
power and beauty of birds of prey have captured the imagination of people since the dawn of humanity. Birds of
prey symbolized the power of kings, deities, and were often used as motifs in jewelry, paintings, and sculptures.

Croatia is a country with a turbulent history, where many people have lived and left us a vast cultural
heritage, which proves that falconry and admiration for the beauty of birds of prey go back to the very
beginnings of civilization. Various deities were worshiped and the government changed often. Celts-
lllyrians, lapodes, Liburnians, Huns, Avars, Romans, Byzantines, Italians, Austrians, and Hungarians are
just some among those who left their valuable works of art in Croatia.

A STORYTELLING PROGRAM OF THE PACKAGE TOUR:

DAY 1: VARAZDINSKE TOPLICE: The Roman god Apollo and his connection to ravens through
the story of the goddess Diana Luna; a presentation of a Roman sacrificial offering and a
thematic presentation of falconers:

We arrive in Varazdinske Toplice and check into Bernarda, a 4% hotel (the hotel tells the story of
thermal water - a special pipeline was laid for the needs of the hotel, so the thermal water used
in the hotel is actually brought from an ancient site, where it naturally fills the Roman pool.
There are only two places in the world with this type of ancient pool, one is here in VaraZdinske
Toplice, and the other is in the English spa town of Bath). Our story begins right by the pool with
a welcome package: a Roman lemonade and an authentic “Toplicka kupalisna” cake served by
the Roman goddess Diana herself, with a short introduction about the Romans. Diana was the
Roman goddess of light, life and hunting, whom the Romans equated early on with the Greek
goddess Artemis. Diana was the protector of virgins, hunters, women in childbirth, slaves, wild
and domestic animals and forests. Diana Luna takes us on a walk through VaraZdinske Toplice
and ends her story at the archaeological site of Aquae lasae, where a costumed presentation of
an offering to the goddess Diana Luna will take place. The mystical steaming of sulphurous
water and the peculiar smell coming from the thermal spring which is thousands of years old
certainly contributes to the atmosphere of the Roman spa and bath town of Aquae lasae. After
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long baths and cosmetic treatments usually ending with a massage, surrounded by the scents of
medicinal herbs, spiced wine and culinary delicacies, anyone could imagine the water nymphs
dancing around the sacred spring from which hot medicinal water springs, offering ordinary
mortals health and longevity. That is how it used to be when the ancient Romans lived and
stayed here... After a tour of the site, you can enjoy a tasting of Roman wine (MULSUM) and
Roman flatbreads at the site, both prepared by carefully following the indigenous recipe of the
ancient Romans, followed by a special story about the god Apollo and his love for Princess
Coronis, during which we will learn why Apollo made all crows holy and gave them the task of
announcing death. A short break follows for taking photos and souvenir shopping at the site,
after which we head towards Leskovec Toplicki, a magical place in the forest where magic
becomes reality. There we will see a storytelling presentation by the falconers and witness the
next chapter of the tale of the strong connection between the Romans and the birds that played
a crucial role in Roman religion in AUGURIA, according to which the most important state
decisions were made since ancient times. We embark on a new adventure with our host Almir
where we will meet and spend time with his hawks, falcons and owls — the sacred symbol of the
goddess Minerva and end the story with the black raven — the symbol of the god Apollo.
Through his interesting presentation, we will learn all about the beginnings of falconry, the
spreading of falconry in our area, but also learn about the importance and role of birds of prey
in nature from ancient times to the present day. After the program, you will be able to take
pictures with the birds as a way to capture this unforgettable experience. We then return to the
hotel. Now you can relax and reflect on your day while enjoying an original Roman massage in
the hotel wellness center. We end our day with a dinner in the special ambiance of Bernarda’s
biodynamic restaurant.

DAY 2: TRAKOSCAN: The oldest Croatian legend of the Black Queen and her raven Tugomir
We start our day with breakfast, then we head towards Trakoscan Castle. Trakos¢an Castle is a
protected cultural heritage site closely associated with the Cili (or Celje) family, as they were one
of the first known owners of the castle. The castle was built in the 13th century and was in their
possession at the end of the 14th century when they ruled over Zagorje County. This powerful
family, also known as the Counts of Cili, ruled a large part of present-day Slovenia and parts of
Croatia. They were famous for their political power and influence during that period. You all
know the story of the Draskovic family, the last owners of the castle, who are responsible for its
reconstruction and its present appearance. But I, Barbara of Cili, will take you on a walk and tell
you the story of my family and | in a different way. You must be wondering - why here? But let
me ask you: Is there a better backdrop than the most enchanting castle in Croatia, whose
appearance takes you back in time and creates a magical blend of history and magic? Together,
we embark on a journey through the world of dragons, vampires, knights and ghosts, and listen
to various other legends that people have been telling about me for years! After the tour we will
stop by for lunch at Trakoscan Hotel. Later, you will have some time to wander by the lake and
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create memories, with the castle always just a glance away in the background. We return to
VaraZdinske Toplice. There, you will also be able to go for a stroll and explore the town on your
own, or spend time at the hotel's wellness center and relax in the thermal water, which Barbara
of Cili herself once used to invigorate her body after hunting, riding, and her many love
ecnounters... The day ends with dinner in the hotel.

DAY 3: VARAZDIN: a walk with Empress MARIA THERESA and her falconer who takes us
back in history and explains her decisions with regard to the city of VaraZdin, also
remembering the first Croatian king — Tomislav

Our next day begins with breakfast in the hotel restaurant. We head towards VaraZdin, the
former capital of Croatia, where |, Empress Maria Theresa, will be waiting for you. | am taking
you on a walk to discover Varazdin through its many hidden stories and interesting objects from
our everyday life. We will begin our walk at the Varazdin Cemetery, a protected monument of
landscape architecture. With its exceptional blend of horticulture (a Classical-style garden) and
artistic monuments by Augustinci¢, Franges, and Vojkovic, it ranks among the most beautiful
cemeteries in Europe. Remarkably, all this traces back to a visionary decision that | made in
1773. In front of the Second VaraZdin Gymnasium there is a sculpture by Nikola Vudrag,
commemorating the 1100th anniversary of the Croatian Kingdom and the coronation of King
Tomislav. There, | will gladly share his story, with my falconer faithfully at my side. We continue
our walk across the charming Miljenko Stanci¢ Square — through the streets and squares filled
with angels, beasts, and historical guild signs of this beautiful baroque city. After the tour we
will have lunch at the Verglec restaurant in Varazdin based on their traditional menu. After the
tour, you will have some time to individually explore the city and purchase authentic local
souvenirs at the Angels Museum or at the Square of Traditional Crafts. We say goodbye to
Maria Theresa and return to VaraZdinske Toplice. In the afternoon you will be welcome to use
the hotel wellness, walk around and explore VaraZdinske Toplice. The day ends with dinner in
the hotel restaurant.

DAY 4: VINICA — OPEKA CASTLE and ARBORETUM through the story of Countess

Ferdinanda and Count Marko Bombelles

We begin the day with a bountiful breakfast in the hotel restaurant. We head towards Vinica.
Castle Opeka (also called Bombelles Manor) is located in the municipality of Vinica, in the
village of Marcan, at the foot of the Macelj Forest, in the northern part of the Hrvatsko Zagorje
region. It is surrounded by a large and rich arboretum spread across about 64 hectares. Here,
Countess Ferdinanda Bombelles (née Draskovic) is eagerly awaiting us. She will tell us her story
about the origin of Opeka as it exists today, but also how and why the arboretum was created,
which, together with the castle, has become a Cultural Property of the Republic of Croatia since
December 2007. After World War I, the castle served various purposes. After its nationalization,
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it was converted into the residence of Josip Broz Tito during his stay in the Zelendvor hunting
grounds. She will also tell us why Opeka Castle is called the "Croatian Versailles" and we shall
see for ourselves how the Opeka Arboretum (one of four arboretums in Croatia) has become
unique in this area precisely due to the visionary Count Marko Bombelles, who brought in plants
from various parts of the world. How far ahead of his time Count Marko was can also be
witnessed by the fact that he was the owner of the first car in Croatia. However, Opeka and the
arboretum are not the only locations to see in Vinica. We will end our story in Vinica with the
"Pranger", or the “pillar of shame”. It is a stone pillar that was used to tie up and flog those who
would cheat on the measure when selling their products at the fair. Vinica is a municipality in
VaraZdin County that has had a tradition of sales since 1580 and is a famous fairground. The
pillar itself is 260 centimeters high, and on the front part is a round stone bowl! that served as a
measure at Sunday fairs. The pillar has three sides, and on each side is the head of a man with a
mustache. In order not to end up on the pillar of shame, you had to have a “well-tuned
Pranger”, which was also used for measuring, as there is a stone grain measure on the front of
the pillar. On the top of the pillar of shame there is the Latin text “Lustam mensuram tenete
1643.” which means “Measure fairly”. In Vinica, sentences were pronounced by a city judge
called Judex, and the punishment for lying merchants, thieves and even too talkative women
was to be tied to this very pillar of shame. We get back on the bus and head towards Zelendvor.
Upon arrival, there will be a lunch in a restaurant according to the traditional menu of old
hunters: venison goulash with homemade gnocchi. After lunch, we will see a presentation of
hunting with birds of prey, which will be shown to us by Count Bombelles himself. The Count
will take us back in time with the story of how the Bombelles brought in the first pheasants in
Croatia and started organized hunting, with frequent guests of the castle being Austro-
Hungarian nobles, such as the Crown Prince Franz Ferdinand who was here seven times, as well
as numerous Croatian nobles and King Aleksandar Karadordevi¢ himself. Today, due to the
vision of Count Bombelles, we live in an era that is ideal for falconry. Hunting grounds, the first
of which was Zelendvor, open their doors wide to falconers, thus enabling rapid progress in
working with birds. Although falconry was once a privilege only for certain social classes, the
equipment has remained the same to this day — gloves, jesses, hood, block perch. His son Marko
Bombelles Jr. is considered one of the most prominent figures in the history of Croatian hunting.
Here we will show you that falconry is truly an art, a fine weaving of relationships and the
transfer of emotions between man and bird — trust, respect and dedication. We return to
VaraZdinske Toplice. There you shall be able to take a relaxing walk and explore the town with
its surrounding forrests or use the benefits of the hotel wellness and thermal water. We end the
day with dinner in the hotel restaurant.
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DAY 5: VARAZDINSKE TOPLICE: Roman goddess Minerva and the "Mindfulness" workshop
at the Aquae lasae archaeological site

First, we feast! - Breakfast in the hotel restaurant. After breakfast, we will meet the Roman
goddess Minerva, who will take us on a walk through VaraZdinske Toplice and end her
interesting story at the Aquae lasae archaeological site. At the site, we will be take part in the
MINDFULNESS WALK workshop: "Source of Consciousness - Water and Forest Meditation in
the Aquae lasae Archaeological Park". This workshop is not merely a walk, it is a return to
nature, your own body, breath and the silence of the moment in the unique Aquae lasae
archaeological park in VaraZdinske Toplice. At the ancient Aquae lasae site, where water has
been flowing through traces of ancient architecture for centuries, for the first time we are
invited on a unique journey. Through the silence of the forest, the whisper of thermal water, this
workshop provides a special opportunity to become aware of the present moment and the
significance of a culturally preserved environment. This walk is an opportunity to feel connected
to the Earth, to ourselves, and to the preserved nature that relaxes and heals. During the walk,
we will walk without haste, observe the environment without judgment, and breathe without
effort. Guided meditation, simple mindfulness exercises, and the presence of the community will
give the participants of this unique workshop a safe space to relax and the opportunity to learn
something new related to preserving mental and physical health. We will go down to the hotel
for lunch. The afternoon is reserved for relaxation and revisiting the beautiful experiences; we
suggest that you complete the experience with an original Roman massage in the hotel wellness
center. Dinner at the hotel (for our last night at the hotel, we recommend the “Dinner of the
Ancient Romans”).

DAY 6: NOVI MAROF: a walk with Countess Louisa Erdddy through the Majur park of the
Erdddy family, which takes us back in history and tells the story of the founding of the first
private hospital in this area

We begin our last day with breakfast in the hotel restaurant, after which we check out of the
hotel. We head to Novi Marof, where Countess Louisa Erdddy awaits us and takes us on a walk
to discover the park surrounding her castle, filled with hidden stories and interesting objects
from the everyday life of Novi Marof. Around the castle in the 19th century, a beautiful park
with numerous indigenous and exotic species was created, which was declared a monument of
park architecture in 1962. The statue of the goddess Minerva from the 19th century (from
1869), made of sandstone, is located in the protected nature park of the Special Hospital for
Chronic Diseases Novi Marof, in front of the main entrance to the Erdédy castle. The statue
stands on a pedestal that is buried in the ground. The height of the statue is 140 cm. In 1923,
the Erdédys left Novi Marof, and the castle was converted into a hospital, thus continuing the
tradition of healthcare in Novi Marof, which was established by the efforts of Countess Louisa
Erdédy, an exceptional pianist and composer, who is also remembered as a great benefactor.
Louisa founded a hospital in 1885, which she maintained for twenty years.... How did it all start?
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How did Majur come about? What was the life of the Counts Erdddy in Novi Marof like and what
legacy did they leave us? What kind of cake did Countess Louisa make and what kind of car did
Count Erddédy drive? These are just some of the questions that will be answered. After the tour,
you will have some free time in the city to explore on your own and buy authentic local
souvenirs. We say goodbye to Countess Louisa and go home full of impressions.

PRICE per person: UPON REQUEST (depending on the number of

interested persons)

The price includes:

v’ Five nights” accommodation at Bernarda, a 4* hotel in Varazdinske Toplice (double/triple
room) with 1 full board (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and 4 half-board (dinner and
breakfast) in the special ambience of their biodynamic restaurant

v" A welcome package: Roman lemonade and “Topli¢ka kupalisna” cake

v' A costumed local guide portraying the Roman goddess Diana, and a tour of VaraZdinske
Toplice

v Admission to the Aquae lasae archaeological site with expert-quided tour

v’ Tasting of Roman wine (Mulsum) and Roman flatbreads at the site accompanied by a story
of the Roman god Appolo

v' Presentation of the sacrifice to the goddess Diana at the Aquae lasae site

v Costumed local guide portraying the Roman goddess Minerva who leads us through the

workshop MINDFULNESS WALK: "Source of awareness - water and forest meditation in the

Aquae lasae archaeological park"

A storytelling falconry presentation — the story of the AUGURS

A costumed local guide portraying Barbara of Cili, and a storytelling tour at Trakos¢an

Admission to TrakoS¢an Castle, with expert curator-guided tour and the story of the

Draskovi¢ family

Lunch at Trakoscan Hotel

A costumed local guide portraying Maria Theresa for a storytelling city tour of VaraZdin

Lunch at the Verglec restaurant in VaraZdin according to the traditional menu

A costumed local guide portraying Countess Bombelles; a thematic walk through Castle

Opeka and the Arboretum in Vinica

Ticket to the Opeka Castle and the surrounding Arboretum

Lunch at a restaurant in Zelendvor: venison goulash with homemade gnocchi

educational presentation and depiction of Count Bombelles' hunt with birds of prey in

Zelendvor

V' costumed local guide portraying Countess Luisa Erdédy; a thematic tour of of Novi Marof
and a walk through the Castle of the Erdédy family and the surrounding park
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v Accident insurance; liability insurance, security deposit, and organizational costs

The price does not include:

v’ Tickets for attractions visited during the tour that are not listed under “Price Includes”

v Additional services and expenses not included in the program, personal expenses (drinks, extra

meals, telephone calls, public transport tickets, etc.)

v Transport to the hotel (can be arranged on request if needed)

v' “Themed Ancient Roman Dinner” prepared with authentic ancient Roman recipes, accompanied
by harp music — served by the hotel pool in a semi-reclined position, the same way the Romans
used to eat
Authentic Roman massage at the hotel wellness center
Carriage ride around the lake at Trakoscan
carriage ride through the Arboretum in Vinica with a special story by Countess Bombelles

ANENEN

This program is subject to the general terms and conditions of TRAKOSTYAN-TOURS, d.o.o. and ANNEX I, Part B. (Form with standard information for a
package travel contract in situations not covered by Part A), available at: https://trakostyan.hr/opci-uvjeti/. The agency reserves the right to change the price
in the event of changes in the calculation elements. Liability insurance policy no. 078090088247 and Security deposit no. 298090000123, paid to Croatia
osiguranje d.d., V.Jagiéa 33, 10000 Zagreb, OIB:26187994862, info tel: 0800 1884, info@crosig.hr.

TRAKOSTYAN-TOURS Turisticka agencija, d.o.o. Company registered in the court register, Court reg. No. Tt-96/483-3: Commercial Court in Varazdin,
date of establishment 05.11.1996. Share capital: 20,000.00 kn paid in full. IBAN: HR5623600001101732055, SWIFT: ZABAHR2X (Zagrebacka banka); IBAN:
HR5823400091110398634, SWIFT: PBZGHR2X (Privredna banka Zagreb); Director: Zeljko Gjud / Procurator: Valentina Gjud / Manager: Zeljko Gjud
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